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Homework Policy

Introduction:

Principal and staff members and a sub-committee of parents formulated this policy

Rationale:

To ensure a uniform approach to the issue of homework throughout the school

Aims:

In writing this policy we hope that teaching members of staff will feel more secure having definite guidelines in the allocation and correction of homework to various classes and age groups.

Mission Statement:

We aim to achieve this aspiration of the mission statement particularly in relation to the academic development of pupils.

Content of Plan:

Why? :

· To re-inforce what the child learns during the day.

· To provide a link between teacher and parent.

· To provide an opportunity to practise work already done.  In senior classes it may be designed to challenge ability and creativity.

How Often:

Homework is given Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and on Friday at the discretion of class teachers.  By and large, there will not be homework at weekends except for oral and reading work and project work in senior classes.

On occasions there may be homework free nights for various reasons, e.g. following special activity in school or as a special treat.

Content of Homework:

· Ideally homework will contain a balance between reading tasks, learning tasks and written tasks.

· This balance is not always possible and can vary considerably from day to day.  However, it should be noted that homework time devoted to reading and learning is as important as written work.

· Homework will regularly contain reading, spelling, tables, written work, pieces to be “learned by heart”, drawing/colouring, collecting information/items and finishing work started in class.

· Children often feel that reading and “learning by heart” is not real homework.  Parents can play an important role in listening to and reading items to be learned ensuring this work is done well.

Time – Guidelines:

The following are guidelines for time spent at homework.  Different children will complete the same homework in different lengths of time.  Time spent will vary from day to day and also from the beginning to the end of the school year.  It is important to remember that it is the quality and not the quantity of homework that matters.

The following are general guidelines only.


Junior Infants
         0-10 minutes


Senior Infants
         Up to 20 minutes


Rang 1

Up to 30 minutes


Rang 2

Up to 40 minutes


Rang 3

Up to 50 minutes


Rang 4

Up to 1 hour


Rang 5

1 hour 15 minutes


Rang 6

1 hour 30 minutes

Parental Involvement

How much help should parents give? :

· Parents should try to help their children with homework by;

a) providing them with a suitable place and time to do their homework,

b) prevent interruptions or distractions, like T.V.

· Children should do written homework themselves and parents should only help when the child has difficulty.

· If a child has difficulty with homework, the parent should help the child to overcome the difficulty with further explanation or examples, but not by actually doing homework for the child.  In this case the parent should write a note to the teacher explaining the problem.

How often should parents monitor homework? :

· Parents should check a child’s homework every evening.

How often do teachers monitor homework? :

· Ideally teachers like to check homework on a daily basis.  However, with large class numbers it is not always possible to check each child’s homework journal every day.

· As children get older and learn to work independently, some items of homework are checked less often, e.g. every second day or once per week.

· Some items of homework (and class work) may be checked by children themselves under the direction of the teacher.  This can be a useful part of the learning process for children.

When should parents communicate with the teachers about homework?:

· When your child cannot do homework due to family circumstances.

· When your child cannot do homework because she/he cannot understand some aspect.
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